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Rwanda
The country

Rwanda is an African country with a population of approximately 8 million people.  It is the most densely populated country in Africa.  
In 2004 the average life expectancy was 39.18 years.  It is estimated that 51% of Rwandans have HIV.  250,000 people are living with AIDS

84% of the population is Hut, 15% Tutsi.

60% of the population lives below the poverty line.

The History of the genocide 
In 1894 the Germans made it part of German East Africa.  During WW1 the Belgian army took control.

Rwanda was made up of two groups of people, Hutus and Tutsis.  There were more Hutus than Tutsis but the ruling groups came from the Tutsis.

After WW1 the Belgian authorities used the Tutsis to control the population, but by doing this they made the problems between the two groups much worse.  
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The Belgians put Tutsis in charge of all important areas in the government, leaving the Hutus as second class citizens.

In 1959 there was a Hutu rebellion and the Tutsis lost power.  An election was held and the Hutu majority won. Major General Juvenal Habyarimana, a Hutu, began ruling as a dictator.
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In 1990, after pressure from the UN, Rwanda began to reform.  At the same time Tutsi exiles formed the Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF) and invaded from Uganda, beginning a civil war.  Peace talks led to an agreement in 1994 which promised new elections and a return to democracy.

On the way back from signing this peace agreement Major General Habyarimana and the President of Burundi were assassinated in a plane crash by members of their own Hutu parties who blamed the Tutsis for the deaths.  Over the next three days, virtually any Tutsi and moderate Hutu with any power were systematically executed.
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Roaming bands of organised Hutu militia, known as the Interhamwe went on to kill Tutsis across the country for the next three months, approx 100 days.
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As the Red Cross were estimating that hundreds of thousands were being machetted to death, the UN reduced its peace keeping force from 2,500 to 270 soldiers.  The RPF invaded again from Uganda ultimately winning and bringing an end to the genocide in July 1994.
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Over the course of the genocide nearly 1 million people were killed and more than 3 million fled to other countries creating the worlds worst ever refugee crisis.  The west then responded, launching the largest aid effort in history with finished in March 1996.
