
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday 5th January 2021 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

As a result of the Government’s announcement last night, Thomas Adams School will be closed from today (Tuesday 5th 

January).  We will continue to offer an on-site provision for the children of Key Workers (where no other childcare options 

are available), and for vulnerable pupils.  If you believe your child falls into one of these categories and you would like them 

to attend school, or your needs change during this period, please let us know by contacting covid19@thomasadams.net; this 

is a new email address which has been introduced for anyone to contact the school with issues or queries relating to the 

current COVID-19 situation. 

Provisions for Key Worker and Vulnerable Children: 

For pupils who are attending school during this period, they will be expected to wear their Thomas Adams uniform every day, 

except Fridays when they can wear their PE kit as they will be having a session of PE during the day.   

The provision will operate during normal school hours (8:45am – 3:20pm), and there will be a bespoke bus service operating.  

You will need to contact the school if your child usually catches a school bus and you want your child to attend, we will then 

liaise with the bus company to arrange this. 

Catering facilities will be very limited, so it is advised that you provide your child with a packed lunch and snacks each day. 

Daily registers will be taken and contact home will be made for those who we believe should be in and do not arrive. 

Our usual mobile phone policy continues to apply for pupils in school, please refer to our website for details.  However, your 

child may wish to bring in headphones to listen to voice-over PowerPoints or live lessons held by their teachers. 

Pupils on site will not be formally taught, they will be supervised in an ICT suite where they will be expected to complete their 

online learning using the Teams platform. 

Testing: 

With regard to testing, we are awaiting further guidance from the Government to confirm the instructions for delivery of 

testing in schools.  We will keep you up to date of any decisions which are made as soon as the information becomes 

available.  It is unlikely that we will be conducting any mass testing of pupils until we return to school following the current 

lockdown.  We will need to gain parental consent for pupils before the testing can take place. 

When we are able, we will test Key worker and Vulnerable pupils who are on site, where consent is given. 

Remote Learning: 
 
Students who are learning from home will complete work remotely which mirrors programmes of study in place. Staff will be 
available during normal timetabled lessons and will deliver content in one or more of the following forms: 

 Narrated PowerPoints (this is the preferred method students requested via our student voice survey conducted 
during Summer 2020). 

 Pre-recorded lessons 

 Live lessons 

 Electronic and/or online resources 
 Assignments Tool on Microsoft Teams 
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Work for students who are learning online will be set via Microsoft Teams. It is important that students are proactive in 
checking that all of their logon details are accurate and that they can access the relevant technologies. The onus will be on 
students to check Microsoft Teams regularly and submit work for feedback where requested. In line with DfE expectations, 
the school will endeavour to provide 4 hours of learning per day (with additional support for Exam groups). 

If a “live lesson” is to be conducted, staff will provide details via Microsoft Teams in advance of this. 

Staff will aim to provide feedback on students’ work (once submitted) on a weekly basis in line with DfE expectations. 

Please visit the school website and the Curriculum Organisation page, for guidance on how to access our online provision. 

If your child has issues with accessing Teams or has any other digital issues, you must contact Mr McAleavy immediately by 
emailing: tm@thomasadams.net or their Head of Year. If your child has subject specific issues, they must contact their 
teacher via Teams. 

If your child requires a work pack due to digital issues, please contact the school (covid19@thomasadams.net) so that this can 
be provided.  These packs contain work which is differentiated and directly links to the current Programmes of Study. 

Parents’ Evenings: 

We are in the process of reviewing our calendar and will communicate with you when we have plans in place for any 

upcoming events, for example the Year 11 and 12 Parent Consultation Evenings. 

Tracking Point information scheduled to be reported to parents will also be reviewed and further details will follow in due 

course. 

Examinations: 

At present, Government guidance suggests that the January vocational exams will continue as normal and so we are adapting 

our exam room to ensure social distancing can be observed safely in preparation for these to go ahead.  Our Examination 

Officer will be in touch with all students involved to confirm the arrangements. 

For Years 11 and 13, the guidance suggests that the full examination series in the summer will be cancelled.  However, we 

have not yet been directed about what would replace this, although it is likely to be a form of Centre Assessed Grade.  It is 

therefore imperative that, irrespective of their year group, all students engage fully with their online lessons. 

Whatever work your child completes during this lockdown period will be used as evidence to inform the Centre Assessed 

Grade given to them by their teachers.  Therefore, this is their opportunity to shine and prove to their teachers what grade 

they are capable of.  It is imperative that they do not give up at this point as it will have a detrimental effect on their 

possibilities for further study and employment in the future.  Employers want to employ people who are motivated and 

enthusiastic, people who do not give up in the face of adversity! 

Free School Meals: 

We are continuing to provide support for families who receive Free School Meals.  If your circumstances have changed and 

you think you may qualify for this, please contact Mr McAleavy by emailing tm@thomasadams.net  

Pastoral support: 

Finally, I would like to reassure you that, although school is closed for the majority of pupils, staff are still available to offer 

advice, guidance and support if needed.  Individual staff can be contacted on Teams or by email.  You can also email the 

Head of Year directly or use the mailbox pastoral@thomasadams.net and someone will reply as soon as possible.  For 

external support, please refer to the ‘Key Information’ part of our website, at the bottom of this page is a section which 

contains links and numbers for ‘Information for External Support Services Available to Children, Parents and Families’. 

Please remember that any issues or requests which relate to the current COVID-19 situation should be communicated with us 

by emailing covid19@thomasadams.net  For any other, non-related queries, please continue to email 

enquiries@thomasadams.net  

Once again, many thanks for your continued patience and ongoing support during these difficult times. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mark Cooper 

Headteacher 
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