


Speakers

• Tom McAleavy – Deputy Headteacher, Quality of Education

• Liam Allen- Assistant Headteacher, Sixth form and Education

• James Hargreaves – Assistant Headteacher, Personal Development

• Charlie Bailey (Year 10) & Hannah Lester (Year 11)

Overview

• Key Stage 4 Overview - TM
• Assessment and Reporting – TM
• Revision - LJA
• Thomas Adams Sixth Form - LJA
• Careers Guidance – JDH
• Year 11 parents can leave at this point JDH
• Work Experience – JDH (Year 10 only)
• Finishing and any questions TM



Overview:

• G.C.S.E.s – exam at the end of the course, plus some 
controlled assessments in some subjects

• All G.C.S.E.s are reformed qualifications, with greater 
content and an increase in difficulty.

• Greater emphasis on SPAG in a number of subjects.

• For a greater overview, visit the Curriculum Organisation 
section of the website – “Big Picture” – “Curriculum Maps” -
currently under construction...



Overview:

• BTEC / CNAT – some external assessment, 
mainly assignment-based work (1:1 GCSE 
equivalence)

• November resits (Y12) only available in 
English and Maths

• Raising of the Participation Age – students 
must remain in education or training until 
18 years old





Grading Structure

• Pupils following BTEC / CNAT courses will 
continue to receive relevant grades at either 
Level 1 or Level 2, e.g. Distinction*, Distinction, 
Merit or Pass (or Fail)

• All other G.C.S.E. subjects will use the new 
grading structure from 9 (highest) to 1 (lowest)

• The table on the next slide shows the 
approximate conversions between the old and 
new grades:





Grading Structure

• The importance of aiming for a grade 5 in 
English and Mathematics

• The need to avoid confusion between, for 
example, an old KS2/3 level 5 and a new 
G.C.S.E. grade 5



Reporting Cycle – Year 10

• TP1 – out to parents October
(A2L scores only + attendance and behavioural data)

• TP2 – out to parents February
(Target Grades + Early Predicted grade + A2Ls)

• Consultation Evening – Wednesday 26th November (Online –
School Cloud)

• Y10 Exams fortnight – w.c. 13th April

• TP3 – out to parents – May
(Target Grades + Revised Predicted Grades + Written Comments)

All reports will be emailed and sent via Arbor Parent Portal



Reporting Cycle – Year 11

• TP1 – out to parents October
(A2L scores only + attendance and behavioural data)

• TP2 – out to parents December
(A2L scores, attendance and behavioural data, mock exam 

results, revised predicted grade)

• Consultation Evening – Thursday 15th Jan (Face to Face)

• Y11 Mock Exams – w.c. 17th November / w.c 2nd March

• TP3 – out to parents April
(current grades, A2L scores, attendance and behavioural            

data, Final G.C.S.E. prediction)

All reports will be emailed and sent via Arbor Parent Portal



Homework Update

All homework is now set on Microsoft Teams Assignments – (even if
it is just a reminder!)

For Parental oversight please sign up to the Free Haldor Homework
App – this links directly to the Teams Assignments for your child so
you can see all homework that is being set - (including due dates,
homework information and access to links etc)

Subjects use a range of platforms to provide students with the most
effective and efficient homework tasks including:

Seneca learning, Maths Watch, Fiction Express and Edu-cake

Students in KS4 should be receiving 1-1.5hours of homework a
week per subject.



Year 11 

Parents’ Information/Study 
Skills



Home-School Partnership

Parents

Pupils

School



Mindset and Motivation

• Can you achieve more or do you believe you have a 
fixed ability?

• Studies of the brain and human intelligence have 
proven your ‘ability’ is not fixed

• Everyone can develop, change, grow and become 
‘smarter’

• Hard work will bring success – talent and natural 
ability are only a small part of story



Learning Environment

• Effective study and revision requires correct environment

• Quiet and calm workplace to facilitate concentration

• Music can benefit some but distracts others…also 
depends on nature of task

• You can’t study with a television on



Planning Your Time

• Homeworks help to consolidate learning 

• Need to be independently reviewing notes and learning from 
start of Y11 onwards

• Study and revision need to be planned

• Should be part of a daily routine

• Prioritise activities on weeknights and the weekend







Phones/Tablets/Social Media
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Know the ‘Success Criteria’

• Success Criteria provide guidance as to what 
students need to do to achieve in a task or subject 
area – helps to focus the LEARNING

• At GCSE the success criteria are often linked to the 
techniques which need to be used in NEA and 
examinations



Active Learning

Learning is most effective when it is 
active not passive



Active Learning

 Draw diagrams – visuals are very important and 
stimulating

 Sketch mind maps, flow charts & spider diagrams of 
key topics 

 Come up with mnemonics

 Revise with a friend/family: ask and answer questions 



Active Learning

 Make up a set of revision cards - with one main topic per 
card, each topic listing ideas or information for this topic.

 Use colour to highlight key words and phrases

Write brief bullet point summaries of your notes 

 Repeat and say aloud

Use a variety of methods









Post-Its

• Use these to note down key points or questions you 
have

• Are also good for sequencing activities etc



Test Your Learning

• Mind maps, cards and notes are all good 
strategies….

• However, you need to see how much you have 
learned – write down some questions and try to 
answer them, complete a past-paper, get your 
parents to ask questions



Past Papers

• Open Book- Technique Practice- Model Asnwers
• Open Book- Technique Practice
• Closed Book
• Closed Book- Timed

START NOW

• Available from teachers and exam boards (Website)



: BBC- Bitesize https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z98jmp3
Seneca Learning- https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/blog/gcse-revision/
(a really useful range of quizzes- ensure students select the correct exam board and exam entry type) 
Chegg Flashcard Maker- https://www.chegg.com/flashcards
Downloadable  Revision Cards https://collins.co.uk/pages/revision-gcse-ages-14-16-collins-gcse-revision-and-practice-
flashcards
The Leitner Method for Flashcards- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C20EvKtdJwQ
Quizlet GCSE and A Level Quizzes https://quizlet.com/en-gb
Revision Apps to use https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TkC8ZnxBncY
Revision Timetable planner https://www.dayjob.com/revision-timetable-771/
How to plan revision https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=687p04jRDd4&t=131s
Spaced learning and Retrieval to aid students recall- useful methods Spaced Repetition-
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BKfCUY_8-z0
Interleaved Practice- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KtsCD4RQiLU
Retrieval Practice- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4hu-8yPo8Pg&t=226s
Exam Board links- Key for specifications and past papers. AQA https://www.aqa.org.uk Pearson/Edexcel –
https://qualifications.pearson.com OCR – https://www.ocr.org.uk/ WJEC – https://www.wjec.co.uk/
How to use an exam specification for revision- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AQciwzEkixo&t=302s
How to use past papers in revision- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Ov9Eyev7LU
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Thomas Adams Sixth Form

Respect ~ Resilience ~ Success



Our Subjects

 Art

 Biology

 Business Studies

 Chemistry

 Computer Science

 Drama & Theatre Studies

 English Language

 English Language & Literature

 English Literature

 Extended Project Qualification 
(EPQ)

 Film Studies

 Food Science

 French

 Geography

 Graphics

 Health & Social Care (CTEC)

 History

 Law

 Mathematics

 Further Mathematics

 Music

 Physics

 Politics

 Product Design

 Psychology

 Religious Studies

 Sociology

 Sport (BTEC)

 Textile Design



A Typical Day

 Five hours per subject per week
 Five hours per week spent in our 

Study Hub
 Five free periods a week
 Time with your tutor every day
 The day begins at 8.40am
 The day finishes at 3.20pm



Extra-Curricular Opportunities

 Masterclasses
 Duke of Edinburgh Gold
 UCAS Conventions
 Sport/gym facilities
 School production
 EPQ
 Charity events
 Work Experience
 Student Ambassadors



Mentoring and Support

 Tutors have daily contact with 
students
 One-to-one mentoring 
 Student Support Mentor
 Pastoral programme
 Financial support – bursaries
 Focus Days
 Sixth Form counsellor
 Dedicated sixth form teaching 

assistants



Key Dates

Open Evening – Thursday 2nd October from 5.30pm
 Thursday 6th November Year 11 Taster Day
Applications currently open- to be completed before 
Christmas
Applicant Open Day in the summer term
 Follow us on our social media to find out the latest news​
 Personal tours



 Mr James Hargreaves – Assistant Headteacher Personal 
Development

 Mrs Jenni Whitfield – Deputy Headteacher
 Mrs Kim Weston – Careers Advisor

(All can be contacted through email or 
calling the school)



Careers Education, Information, Advice and Guidance

• Non Bias Approach – Kim Weston (Careers Advisor) Parent Sessions
• 1:1 Mentoring – three per academic year (Form Tutor)
• PSHE Lessons during Year 10 and 11
• Assembly Programme (Guest Speakers)
• Taster Events (both educational and vocational such as College 
trips)
• Career Programmes (Enterprise Advisor Programme)
• Careers Section of website
• National Careers Weeks subject presentations
• Careers Fair
• Work Experience in Year 10, council run database
• Online Career Tools – Xello Programme and Unifrog
• NEET support – Enable Education and Shropshire Council support



For Work Experience…
 James Hargreaves - james.hargreaves@tas.318education.co.uk

For Curriculum & Teaching and Learning…
 Tom McAleavy - tom.mcaleavy@tas.318education.co.uk

For Thomas Adams Sixth From…
 Liam Allen - liam.allen@tas.318education.co.uk

For Reports and Assessment…
 Rachael Bayliss – rachael.bayliss@tas.318education.co.uk
For Examination Information…
 Rebecca Kinnon – rebecca.kinnon@tas.318eduaction.co.uk

For Pastoral and Well-Being Support…
 Charlie Bailey (Year 10) – charlie.bailey@tas.318eduaction.co.uk
 Hannah Lester (Year 11) hannah.lester@tas.318eduaction.co.uk
For SEND Support…
 Rowena Turner– rowena.turner@tas.318education.co.uk
For Pupil Premium Support…
 Helen Jones - helen.jones@tas.318education.co.uk
For Careers Guidance ….
Kim Weston - kim.weston@tas.318education.co.uk
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Year 11 parents / carers

Any questions?

Key contacts on next slide

You are then free to leave.



Work Experience offers students:
 The chance to build self motivation.
 An opportunity to gain relevant skills for a 

particular type of employment.
 Experience at looking for work.
 A valuable insight into the world of work and 

life outside school.



The work experience period for your son/daughter will 
be the last  

week of year 10.
Monday 13th July – Wednesday 22d July



 Oct 25 - Work Experience launched in Year 
10 assembly. Admin details will be given shortly.

 We use the Unifrog software, students will need to 
input the details on the website.

 Placements must have employer liability insurance 
and preferably public liability insurance.

 The Deadline for sending these forms must be 
Christmas 2025. 



 Primary Schools 
 Vets
 Hair dressers 
 Hospitals
 RAF
 Hotels
 Restaurants 
 Photography 

Studios

 Solicitors
 Liverpool Airport
 Universities 
 Caterpillar 
 Muller
 Gyms 
 Goldsmiths 
 Playgroups



Student inputs contact details for the placement on Unifrog

Company inputs details and uploads placement details into 
Unifrog system

Parents receive an email from Unifrog to approve placement

School makes final approval of placement



 Encourage your child to start looking early.
 Discuss with your son/daughter what they want to get 

out of work experience and in some cases help them 
make contact with an employer.

 Employer Liability Insurance must be held by all 
potential work experience employers.

 If you can offer a placement or talks to students 
please contact us.



For Work Experience…
 James Hargreaves - james.hargreaves@tas.318education.co.uk

For Curriculum & Teaching and Learning…
 Tom McAleavy - tom.mcaleavy@tas.318education.co.uk

For Thomas Adams Sixth From…
 Liam Allen - liam.allen@tas.318education.co.uk

For Reports and Assessment…
 Rachael Bayliss – rachael.bayliss@tas.318education.co.uk
For Examination Information…
 Rebecca Kinnon – rebecca.kinnon@tas.318eduaction.co.uk

For Pastoral and Well-Being Support…
 Charlie Bailey (Year 10) – charlie.bailey@tas.318eduaction.co.uk
 Hannah Lester (Year 11) hannah.lester@tas.318eduaction.co.uk
For SEND Support…
 Rowena Turner– rowena.turner@tas.318education.co.uk
For Pupil Premium Support…
 Helen Jones - helen.jones@tas.318education.co.uk
For Careers Guidance ….
Kim Weston - kim.weston@tas.318education.co.uk

mailto:james.hargreaves@tas.318education.co.uk
mailto:tom.mcaleavy@tas.318education.co.uk
mailto:liam.allen@tas.318education.co.uk
mailto:rachael.bayliss@tas.318education.co.uk
mailto:rebecca.kinnon@tas.318eduaction.co.uk
mailto:charlie.bailey@tas.318eduaction.co.uk
mailto:hannah.lester@tas.318eduaction.co.uk
mailto:rowena.turner@tas.318education.co.uk
mailto:helen.jones@tas.318education.co.uk
mailto:kim.weston@tas.318education.co.uk

	Key Stage 4�INFORMATION�EVENING
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	ASSESSMENT & REPORTING
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Year 11 
	Home-School Partnership
	Mindset and Motivation
	Learning Environment
	Planning Your Time
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Phones/Tablets/Social Media
	Know the ‘Success Criteria’
	Active Learning
	Active Learning
	Active Learning
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Post-Its
	Test Your Learning
	Past Papers
	Slide Number 30
	Thomas Adams Sixth Form
	Our Subjects
	A Typical Day
	Extra-Curricular Opportunities
	Mentoring and Support
	Key Dates
	Introductions – Careers Team
	Slide Number 38
	 
	Slide Number 40
	Why do Work Experience?
	When does it happen?
	The process for finding a  placement…
	Past Placements have included.. 
	Slide Number 45
	Important things to remember…
	 

