
                                                                                                            

Marking Policy for Maths 

Good Assessment practice in Mathematics 

Effective assessment practice in mathematics is associated with systematic arrangements 

for actively promoting, monitoring and recording pupils’ progress. In such 

circumstances, assessment is used as a teaching tool as well as a means of judging attainment. At 

best teachers review pupils’ progress closely as part of daily classroom practice, involving pupils in 

the assessment of their strengths and weaknesses and provide feedback on how to improve. 

In Maths, there are 4 main areas where pupils’ written work is scrutinised by 

the teacher to assess learning. 

1. Class work and exercise book 

2. Homework 

3. Formative tests 

4. Summative exams 

Classwork 

It is useful to observe exercise books to give a general indication of the flow of learning and to 

acknowledge effort and presentation because logical layout is crucial in Mathematics. However it is 

not useful to address specific errors or misconceptions in writing as this is best done in class through 

planned activity. 

Pupils use these books to try out ideas and practise skills which are weak at the start of a topic and 

strong at the end, most of these will be assessed immediately by the teacher through live AfL such as 

self and peer marking, alongside the teacher’s questioning and working of the room.  Setting out of 

books will be assessed when the teacher checks students’ notes in their Hegarty maths homework. 

Homework 

Key stage 3 and 4 

We subscribe to Hegarty Maths and use this as the basis for home learning at ks3 and ks4. Students 

are set a minimum of 1 task per week at ks3 and 2 tasks per week at ks4 and these consist of: 

 Students watching a video and taking notes into their books; 

 Students trying the online quiz attached to the video; 

 Students reflecting on their result and re-trying if necessary. 

Students should self-mark their notes in their books. The students’ notes are quality checked by class 

teachers for each set of home work that is set – but there is no expectation for teachers to mark 

these notes. Teachers should however check the quality of the students’ written presentation as 

well as addressing any spelling errors or issues with Literacy.   Students can write an online comment 

to their teacher if they are stuck, and teachers can see how many times the video has been watched 

and the length of time spent on the task. 

In Years 10 and 11 there are often Past Papers set for homework prior to exams, these are assessed 

through a combination of Teacher, peer and self-marking. 



                                                                                                            
Key stage 5 

Homework is set every two weeks using a variety of sources including but not exclusively Exampro, 

Integral and Allabout maths.  Students complete the work on paper and it is either marked by the 

teacher – with relevant feedback to the student about areas where improvements could have been 

made, or in-class with peer-to-peer marking.  Marking done by classroom teachers need to be 

returned within one week. 

 

Formative Tests 

Pupils in all key stages complete tests at the end of each half term linked to the scheme of work to 

provide an accurate analysis of learning. Teachers may also use end of module tests from White 

Rose maths and All about maths – this is at the teachers discretion.  At key stage 3 these tests are 

taken from White Rose maths and at Key stage 4 from Exampro and/or using past GCSE papers from 

All About maths. At key stage 5 we use module tests from Integral and past papers from All about 

maths. These will be completed in class under exam conditions. Marked by peer and self-

assessment, corrections are made with misconceptions and weaknesses are highlighted. These tests 

should take between half an hour and hour to complete, with one hour devoted to the review. 

Results are recorded in a relevant excel spreadsheet for that year group. Selected assessment will 

form evidence towards core assessments. 

 

Summative assessment 

Pupils are measured against national standards at the end of a Year/Course and take place in the 

Exam Hall. To ensure progress and to enable accurate reporting, these are marked by a teacher.  

Each set of exam papers takes on average 5 hours to mark with a subsequent full review. This review 

process takes up to two lessons, where each question is discussed and corrected in green pen by 

every pupil. Results from individual questions are collected and analysed to identify strengths and 

weaknesses so that next steps can be made clear and arranged.  

At key stage 3 results from White Rose maths tests are to be put into the relevant data analysis 

spreadsheet and these are to be printed for each student and stuck into their books – this is to show 

areas of strength and weakness and to give future topics that students need to work on – along with 

links to the relevant Hegarty maths videos.  At key stage 4 this is the same – but the spreadsheets 

are linked to the relevant GCSE past papers. 

All results are again recorded in the relevant year group spreadsheet. 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                                                                            

Monitoring 
Whole school monitoring through the QA calendar will include book looks, SLT Learning Visits, 

Student Voice and Pupil Pursuits. During these processes, specific foci will be steered towards the 

effectiveness of the department strategies for marking and feedback along with the core 

assessments expectations in the Whole School Marking and Feedback policy. 

 

This will be further supported by the Department Quality Assurance Calendar that will provide 

subject specific reviews, sharing of good practice and further action points to enhance practice. 

 

Refer to Curriculum Maps for specific content and timings for feedback. 

 

  



                                                                                                            

 
 

 

 
 



                                                                                                            

 
 

 

 
 

 



                                                                                                            

 
 

 

 


