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Year 11 English Language GCSE
e Whatis on the exams
* How to revise English Language
* How you can support your child’s revision
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GCSE English Language — AQA

There are 2 exam papers, both equally weighted. Both papers have a Section A (reading) and Section B
(writing). Each paper is worth 80 marks, with the whole exam being out of 160 marks.

Their grade will be awarded on their overall mark across both papers.
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Paper 1 — Explorations in creative reading and writing.

Section A — Reading. Students have an extract from a fiction novel. This can be from the 20 or 215t Century.
There are 4 questions on the extract, adding up to 40 marks.

Q1 — List four things from the text (4 marks)

Q2 — Analyse a small extract on the effects of language (8 marks)
Q3 — Analyse the whole extract on the effects of structure (8 marks)
Q4 — Evaluate a statement on the extract (20 marks)

Section B — Writing. Students need to choose from 1 of 2 questions. One is based on a picture prompt and one is a
statement prompt. The tasks can be descriptive writing, narrative writing, or a choice of both. (24 marks for
content and organisation. 16 marks for SPaG)
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Paper 1 — Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives.

Section A — Reading. Students have 2 non-fiction extracts from differing time periods, sharing a similar topic.
One will be from the 19t Century, and the other from either the 20t or 215t Century.
There are 4 questions on the extract, adding up to 40 marks.

Q1 — Pick 4 true statements (4 marks)

Q2 — Summarise and infer both texts’ presentation of a key topic or idea (8 marks)

Q3 — Analyse a small extract from one text’s use of language (12 marks)

Q4 — Compare the presentation of each writer’s viewpoint on the main focus of the texts (16 marks)

Section B — Writing. There is no choice of task for this paper. Students will be given a statement or viewpoint
that they have to produce a piece of non-fiction writing about, expressing their own perspective. It could be an
opinion article, speech, formal letter, essay or any other form of non-fiction, formal writing. (24 marks for
content and organisation. 16 marks for SPaG)
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English Language Exam dates

Paper 1 — Thursday 21t May
Paper 2 - Friday 5" June
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How to revise for English GCSE?

Quite often, students express the difficulty of revising GCSE language,
where much of the content is skill rather than knowledge based.

However, there is plenty that can be done to revise English Language!

Knowing what each paper and question is testing, and having strategies
to plan and frame answers, is vital in ensuring the best possible grade.
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There are many websites and podcasts that go through English revision techniques in
great detail. These are all found in the padlet on Teams, as well as listed in the ‘How to
revise English” document, but here are some of the better ones:

On youtube:

Mr Bruff How to Revise GCSE English Language (youtube.com)

Mr Salles All of Paper 1 and 2 (Mr Salles) AQA English Language (youtube.com)

First Rate Tutors How To Pass The GCSE English Language Paper 1 2024 Exams:
Walkthrough, Timings & What Examiners Want (youtube.com)



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nem9-O5ibxg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fv20iWqePrY&list=PLQovVw7yuGiIU81c1aygLt8N1417SeRPH&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z6BlxGLt3EA
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Being able to use the correct terminology and labelling of techniques is important.

*This is where the use of flash cards could be helpful — testing knowledge of word classes, devices and
grammatical structures. These can then be applied to any text, as a form of practice and testing.

These can be hand made, or online websites can be utilised, such as Online Flashcard Maker & Flashcard

App | Quizlet

*Students should also have key terms and vocabulary lists found in their English books.

*There are also quizzes and tests on Seneca, which all students have a school account for.

Free Homework & Revision for A Level, GCSE, KS3 & KS2 (senecalearning.com)



https://quizlet.com/features/flashcards
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
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TIMINGS

A key element that can become an issue is timing on the exams — the exams can be difficult to time-
manage.

The best way to improve at this is practise.

Timed questions, either as individual questions, or whole papers, done at home are a great way of
making sure time management isn’t an issue in the exam, helps to speed up thinking and response time,
and ensures clarity of understanding regarding what is being sought from the question.

There are past papers linked on the padlet, on Teams.
They can be found at AQA, AQA | English | GCSE | GCSE English Language
Class teachers can provide hard copies if necessary.



https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-8700/specification
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Improve vocabulary: there are lots of ‘word wheels’ or impressive vocabulary lists that help to build up
synonyms — ‘emotion’ or ‘viewpoint” words are especially useful in addressing the effects of the writer’s
methods, as well as perspectives and viewpoints

Identifying viewpoint: word wheel
The word wheel here will help you to identify a

writer’s viewpoint for language paper 2 question 4
more accurately.

e Start with the centre of the wheel and identify
a basic emotion.

e Then look at the second ring to determine a
more specific emotion.
e When you move to the third outer ring, you

should be able to choose a piece of ambitious
vocabulary to specifically identify the writer's

viewpoint.
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BBC BITESIZE
GCSE English Language - AQA - BBC Bitesize

This is a highly intuitive and helpful website, that has a range of activities, quizzes and
self checks available.

Writing frameworks

Class teachers have given students writing frameworks to support them with structuring the large, 40
mark questions for each paper. These can, of course, be adapted and expanded on, but give all
students a starting point, and an expected amount to be written in the given time.

They will be in students’ books, on Teams, and on the next slide as exemplars.


https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zcbchv4

Narrative writing structure

Paragraph one: Atmosphere and setting — focus on the weather and overall mood, using personification and similes.

Paragraph two: introduce your main character (if you haven’t already in paragraph one). Give further insight into
motivations, feelings and appearance.

Paragraph three: Explore their action — what are they investigating, doing, trying to complete etc.

Paragraph four: flash back. How did they get to this situation? What was their childhood like, to make them behave this
way, OR what was their life like earlier this morning. Give some more context for their current behaviour.

Paragraph five: unless the question asks for the start of a story, bring the narrative to some kind of resolution — does your
character complete the task or action from paragraph 3? Does something go wrong or intervene? Is there a change in
the atmosphere or setting from P1?

DO NOT USE DIALOGUE UNLESS ABSOLOUTLY NECESSARY. You are much better off having the character ‘think’ to
themselves. Dialogue is nearly always the weakest part of any narrative written.



Descriptive writing structure

Opening paragraph — Atmosphere and setting. Describe the weather and overall feeling or mood or the image you are
describing. Use metaphor and personification. “The howling wind” “The rain, lashing its brutal punishment on the earth,
was vicious in its attack.”

Second paragraph — Describe the main feature of the image — a house, person, etc. Use a range of senses, not just sight.
What textures can you describe? What smells?

Third paragraph — Zoom in on a small detail — a bird, a leaf, an item in a pocket. Try to ‘move’ the focus from the centre of
the page — use words like ‘under’ ‘around’ ‘in the far corner’. Think about what your detail could represent metaphorically
—a bird, freedom, a leaf floating, a journey...

Fourth paragraph — jump forward OR backward in time. Describe the scene at night if its day, 100 years later or earlier to
show how buildings could crumble or be freshly built.

Fifth paragraph — return back to the opening paragraph and the current description. Describe the atmosphere again — but
have a slight change. Maybe it is lighter, perhaps becoming sinister. Make sure you use a sentence or phrase from the first
paragraph in your final one.



Paper 2 Writing from a viewpoint structure

1. Opening paragraph. Make your opinion on the topic clear. Why are you interested in
this topic — how is it relevant to you? Try to open with a single word sentence followed
by a rhetorical question. Include a metaphor you can extend throughout your whole
piece of writing.

2. ‘logos’ — logic and fact. Include factual details, quotes from experts, that all support
your viewpoint

3. ‘Pathos’ — emotion. Try using an anecdote that makes this topic relevant to you. Appeal
to the reader/listener’s sense of emotion. Use emotive language and build up the
extended metaphor

4. Counter argument — think about what people who disagree with you might use as their
argument. Mention it, then unpick their reasons —why are they wrong? Why are you
right?

5. Summary — pull your argument to a close. Link back to your opening paragraph — link to
the extended metaphor and try to finish on a snappy phrase, evocative image, or
rhetorical device.
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Review their marked work:

Each student will have a range of marked work in their books, including whole papers,
individual questions, or paragraphs demonstrating the skills.

They should review all of their marked work, and think carefully about the feedback
they have been given. If they are not sure of their next steps, or how to avoid making a
similar mistake next time they attempt a question, they should ask their teacher, after
checking their written feedback.
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Completing practice papers:

As stated earlier, completing past papers to check skills, understanding of the questions,
and timings, is imperative when trying to improve. We will continue do timed essays and
past papers in class throughout the year — these should be attempted to the best of each
student’s ability, with a focused and positive attitude each time.

There will also be past papers set for homework in the new year. Students are also able
to ask for extra past papers from their class teacher, and access them online on the AQA

website.

Any extra revision that is completed can be marked by their class teacher, if brought in.
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Revision

Revision for English (and any subject) is done best in smaller bursts, across
a long time period (spaced practice).

Encourage your child to start planning their revision schedule now, with
small amounts of time spent regularly on each subject. This can then be
adapted as they get closer to the exam series.
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What you can do to help:

* Provide a quiet space to do extended or timed practice.

* Help with timed answers — let them know when they have reached the allotted time.

* Encourage READING (one of the best ways to improve English responses!) of a wide
range of materials

* Allow your child to have access to broadsheet newspapers: read opinion and feature
articles to gain an understanding of this style and genre.

* Discuss language use — explore how different words and phrases can make you feel.
Discuss liked and disliked books —why?

* Encourage your child to create and stick to a revision schedule.
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Helping your child if they get stuck

* Encourage them to keep going — handing in any written work will help the teacher to identify what areas
need to be readdressed, or what to focus on. An empty sheet tells us nothing!

* Suggest looking at previous responses or sample answers — WAGOLL responses.

* Use their class book (if at home) or tips and documents provided on Teams.

» Rewatch the youtube videos suggested — there are specific videos for each individual question.

* Re-read the extracts. Does this help them to understand the meaning?

* Use a dictionary or thesaurus to aid understanding of any vocabulary that they do not understand —
highlight this word so they talk to the teacher about it in class.

* Have they highlighted the key words in the question? What have they done to tackle this sort of question
before? How do they usually break it down in class?

* Remind them to ‘zoom’ in on interesting words and phrases for any analysis question.

e They can double check the correct use of terminology online or in a dictionary to support them if
needed.
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Year 11 English Literature GCSE

* Most students have already completed this — 5 or so students who still have this to do.
e Same advice applies to Literature as to Language.
e Extra things to do for Literature:

 Re-read all of the texts

 Make and learn key quotes for each text

* Check understanding of themes and characters from each text

* Ensure understanding of what is on each paper — use the same youtube and website
links, but search for ‘English Literature.



