
Key Stage 4 Pathways



The Aim of the Presentation
• To outline the timeline of the Pathways Process
• To provide an insight into what Key Stage 4 will look like.
• Information on the range of qualifications on offer and their gradings.
• The rationale behind the Pathways Process and how to complete the 

Pathway Forms.
• Information, advice and guidance to support you in making informed 

choices.
• Useful contacts to support you in the process.



Timeline
Date Action

Wednesday 21st January Pathways Information Evening (Parents) / Pathways Student Assembly (20th)

Wednesday 28th January Pathway Forms issued to Parents / Students issued with Booklets / 
Pathways Website launched

Monday 2nd February –
2nd March

Business Studies, Health and Social Care, Child Development, Graphics  
Presentations in Students Assemblies.

Week beginning 23rd

February
Key Stage 4 week in Subject Areas show casing their qualifications to students.

Thursday 12th March Year 9 Consultation Evening (Parents)

Wednesday 25th March Final date to submit Pathway Forms

Mid - June Pathways confirmed to parents and students



What does Key Stage 4 look like?
The Core

All students will follow a GCSE course in English, English Literature, Maths and Science.

We aim for all students to maintain an academic breadth to their studies.

Students will also take PE and a Lifestyle (PSHE) course which are not examined.

Pathways Choices

Sciences:- Triple Science, Computer Science, Design and Technology – Product Design

Humanities:- History, Geography, Religious Education

Arts:- Textiles, Art, Art 3D, Music, Graphics, Drama

Further Academic & Technical:- Business Studies (GCSE & CNAT), ICT, Food, BTEC Sport, Health and Social 
Care, Child Development

For specific information, refer to the Pathways Booklet on the school website & hardcopy with your child



Types of Qualifications and Grading?
GCSE  GRADE Vocational Course equivalence to 

GCSE (BTEC / CNAT)

Old GCSE grading system

9 Level 2 Distinction* A*

8 Level 2 Distinction * A*

7 Level 2 Distinction A

6 Level 2 Merit B

5 Level 2 Pass B/C

4 Level 1 Distinction C

3 Level 1 Merit D/E

2 Level 1 Pass E/F

1 Level 1 Pass F/G



What is Academic Breadth?
Based upon the principles of high expectations for all pupils, regardless of
backgrounds, ambitious in its design, meeting individual needs, both
knowledge and skills rich and providing pathways to future studies, training
and/or employment.

In practice, this means allowing access to the arts, humanities and languages
qualifications as well as the core offer of English, Maths, Science, PE and PSHE.

NOTE: The expectation is for those students in Sets 1 and 2 in French to
continue with the qualification.



What does Academic Breadth look like?



Why study French?

• GCSE French builds on foundations from Key Stage 3 and deepens language 
understanding. 

• French is a global language spoken on five continents and used in major international 
organisations.

• Studying a language strengthens memory, problem-solving, creativity, and cultural 
awareness — skills valued by employers, colleges, and universities. 

• GCSE French develops confidence in communication and offers insights into 
French-speaking cultures worldwide. 

• Learning French supports future opportunities such as travel, work abroad, and further 
study in fields like business, law, tourism, science, and the arts. 

• Choosing French means opting for challenge, curiosity, and broad, long-lasting life skills.
I



The Pathways Process..

You will be emailed a “Pathways Form” that you are to complete and submit with your choices. Depending upon on 
your Key Stage 3 profile you will either receive a “Pathway A or Pathway B Form”.

Pathway A
Students that are in Sets 1 and 2 in French are expected to select French along with:-
• Either History or Geography

• Select a further two choices in rank order along with two reserves
• We will strive to provide at least one of your top two choices (if not both)

Pathway B
Students that are not in Sets 1 and 2 in French follow a are expected to:-
• Select four choices (that includes French) in rank order along with two reserves.
• We will strive to provide at least two of your top four choices (if not all).



The Pathways Process..
Pathway A (3 Steps)



The Pathways Process..
Pathway B (2 Steps)



The Pathways Process..
• Wednesday 28th January - Personalised 

letter with student Web-code – receive 
via email.

• Student / parents should log in using the 
web code provided.

• Change the choices at any point up until 
20th March 2026 – if these have been 
entered on to the system – you will need 
to contact the school to change them.

• Ensure the choices are in order of 
preference – we will endeavour to 
allocate the most preferred where we 
can!



The Pathways Process..

• Once all forms have been submitted, we will review the suitability of each of our students' choices based upon
their academic profiles and attitude to learning along with the physical parameters of the timetable (staffing,
classroom sizes, health and safety requirements etc).

• In exceptional circumstances for over-subscribed qualifications, we may have to conduct a Hurdle Assessment to
fairly allocate places.

• Most students will gain 8/9 high quality GCSEs or equivalent qualification.

• WE AIM TO PROVIDE ALL STUDENTS WITH 2 OUT OF THEIR 4 TOP CHOICES – IN MANY CASES WE WILL BE ABLE
TO ACCOMODATE ALL CHOICES



Things to consider..
• Get as much information as you can so you choose well – speak to family members, 

teachers etc
• If you have a firm career idea, research it and choose your options accordingly. 

Remember, no qualification is ever wasted.
• You don’t have to have a career in mind at this stage – you just need to choose 

subjects and courses that will give you plenty of choice later. So, if in doubt keep 
your option choices as broad as you can!

• Choose subjects that you enjoy!
• Check out whether the subjects have coursework or just exams – try to get a 

balance.
• Be wary of narrowing your choices by selecting similar qualifications – creative 

arts..
• Chose the subject not the teacher or just because your friends are..



Informed Choices
• Pathways Information Evening (Tonight!)
• Information Pathways Booklet – Issued to students Friday 28th January
• Key Stage 4 Week in Subject Areas (week beginning 23rd February)
• Year 9 Consultation Evening – Thursday 12th March
• Assembly Programme – Non Key Stage 3 Qualifications
• School Website – Careers / Pathways Section - https://thomasadams.net/year-9-pathways-2/
• Careers focused lessons within PSHE
• Non Bias Approach–Kim Weston(Careers Advisor)-Parent Sessions are available, email Mr. Hargreaves
• Taster Events (both educational and vocational)
• National Careers Weeks subject presentations
• Careers Fair
• Online Career Tools – Xello Programme
• Additional support if your child is at risk of NEET

https://thomasadams.net/year-9-pathways-2/


Useful contacts…
• Enquiries regarding the pathways process and technical support

• Mr T McAleavy (tom.mcaleavy@tas.318education.co.uk)

• Pastoral concerns related to the pathways process
• Mr A Beaman – Head of Year (alex.beaman@tas.318education.co.uk)

• Enquiries related to learning support
• Miss R Turner (rowena.turner@tas.318education.co.uk)

• General support for careers and vocational offer
• Mr J Hargreaves (james.hargreaves@tas.318education.co.uk)

mailto:tom.mcaleavy@tas.318education.co.uk
mailto:hannah.lester@tas.318education.co.uk
mailto:rowena.turner@tas.318education.co.uk
mailto:james.Hargreaves@tas.318education.co.uk


Timeline
Date Action

Wednesday 21st January Pathways Information Evening (Parents) / Pathways Student Assembly (20th)

Wednesday 28th January Pathway Forms issued to Parents / Students issued with Booklets / 
Pathways Website launched

Monday 2nd February –
2nd March

Business Studies, Health and Social Care, Child Development, Graphics  
Presentations in Students Assemblies.

Week beginning 23rd

February
Key Stage 4 week in Subject Areas show casing their qualifications to students.

Thursday 12th March Year 9 Consultation Evening (Parents)

Wednesday 25th March Final date to submit Pathway Forms

Mid - June Pathways confirmed to parents and students



What next?
• Opportunity to visit "Display Stations" for each qualification located 

in the Reception area and Main Hall – exam materials, student work, 
literature to take home!

• Reception Area:- Triple Science, History, RE, Geography, Computer 
Science & ICT, Product Design, Food, Textiles, Art & 3D 
Art, Drama, Music, BTEC Sport, French.

• Main Hall:-– Canteen Area:- Business Studies, Child 
Development, Health & Social Care, Graphics

• Room 56:- Alex Beaman (HOY), Tom McAleavy (Curriculum), Rachael 
Bayliss (Technical), Ro Turner (SEND), James Hargreaves (Careers), 
Liam Allen (6th Form).

• All areas accessible until 7.30.


