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Music development plan summary: 

Thomas Adams  Music Department 
There is a very strong tradition of music and music-making at Thomas Adams.  The 
Department boasts a varied and busy extra-curricular timetable, which is enjoyed by a 
large number of students.  A highlight of the school calendar occurs during the autumn 
term when the Music department, alongside the Drama department, produces our an-
nual show. These excellent productions have, in recent years, included ‘Sweeney 
Todd’, ‘Les Miserables’, ‘Into the Woods’ and ‘The Phantom of the Opera’.  Each term, 
we host a Variety Concert, showcasing the wonderful array of musical talent 
from throughout our school.  As well as soloists, these much-anticipated shows feature 
many of our school ensembles, including: Adjazz (our Jazz Band), Concert Orches-
tra, Woodwind Ensemble, Guitar Ensemble, Vocal Group and Chamber Choir.  Another 
highlight of our school musical calendar is our annual Carol Service at the local 
church.  The music department enjoys an excellent reputation around the county and 
beyond, and is, therefore, involved in performing at numerous external events.  The 
sense of community, and strong bonds, within the department are strengthened by our 
annual music residential which takes place in the spring. 
Academic results within the department have been impressive.   Post A-level, students 
have progressed to study music at range of prestigious universities and music col-
leges, recently including the RNCM, the LCM and the universities of Leeds, Sheffield 
and Birmingham. 
Extra-curricular learning and opportunities are a huge feature of the department, with 
approximately 12% of the student body taking instrumental tuition across 8 disciplines, 
delivered by both Shropshire Music Service and private teachers.  Naturally, this 
feeds into an excellent level of school wide participation in our extracurricular, musical, 
programme.  Whilst extremely proud of this, it is a feature that we are keen to develop 
even further.  It is great to see a number of our students featuring at county level. 
In terms of accommodation, the Music Department is housed in a unique setting, 
St.Peter’s Annexe.  This spacious, multi-roomed building was originally the local pri-
mary school, which has now been converted solely for the purpose of delivering Music 
teaching.  This excellent facility boasts three large teaching classrooms, multiple prac-
tice rooms and office spaces.  The department is fully equipped with computers includ-
ing keyboards, computer workstations and software including Sibelius, Muse Score 
and Cuebase. 
All pupils study Music in Year 7,8 and 9, for an hour a week, exploring a wide variety 
of musical styles through listening, composing and performing. The lessons generally 
adopt a creative and practical approach, in order that pupils learn about the subject 
through direct experience and gain an appreciation for a wide range of genres and cul-
tures.  GCSE and A-level Music follow the Eduqas exam syllabus 
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Overview 

Detail Information 
Academic year that this summary covers 2023-2024 
Date this summary was published Summer 2024 
Date this summary will be reviewed Summer 2005 
Name of the school music lead Rebecca Heywood 
Name of school leadership team member with 
responsibility for music (if different) 

Tom McAleavy 

Name of local music hub  Shropshire Music Service 
Name of other music education organisation(s) 
(if partnership in place)  

N/A 

 

This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across 
three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and 
what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and 
parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our 
pupils’ music education.  

Part A: Curriculum music 
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and 
any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve. 
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Your school should already publish the school curriculum for music for each year group 
online. This should also include how you are increasing access for disabled pupils 

and supporting pupils with special educational needs (SEND). Include a link to this 
information in this summary. For more, see the school information guidance on 

curriculum and on SEND for maintained schools and for academies and free schools. 

Music is delivered for 1 hour a week at KS stage 3, 2.5 hours a week at KS 4 and 5 
hours a week for year 12 and 4 hours a week for year 13. 

Through key stage curriculum lessons students have the opportunity to learn to play a 
wide variety of instruments, including percussion, keyboard/piano, african Djembe 
drums, ukulele’s, guitars, drum kit and glockenspiels and xylophones.  In year 7 all 
pupils will also have the opportunity to learn to play a trumpet, trombone or a clarinet 
within whole class lessons. 

Thomas Adams School Video 2023 (youtube.com) 

At key stage 4 and 5 GCSE and A level music are offered following the Eduqas exam 
board.  

Thomas Adams School - Music 2023 - YouTube 

Music A Level 2023 (youtube.com) 

Part B: Co-curricular music 
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, 
including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music 
beyond the core curriculum. 

As part of the instrumental programme we deliver lessons across all disciplines with 8 
visiting teachers from both Shropshire Music Service and our private teacher 
community.  These are free for pupil premium and LAC students and are charged for 
other pupils according to SMS rates or private teacher rates. 

Piano/Keyboard 

Guitar 

Drum Kit 

Woodwind 

Brass 

Upper and lower Strings 

Voice  

Within this there is the opportunity to prepare for and undertake graded music lessons 
across a range of exam boards according to the discipline.  Musical ensembles within 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/what-maintained-schools-must-publish-online
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/what-academies-free-schools-and-colleges-should-publish-online
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o-L1Td6Hcfk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TxxbACg_sY4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PriW_B5wVpM
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our community and the Shropshire Music Service are signposted alongside opportunity 
for performances within local music festivals and competitions.   

Within school we create opportunity for pupils to perform within a range of ensembles.  
These are open access and are encouraged for all. 

String Group 

Orchestra 

Guitar Group 

Brass Group 

Wind Group 

Choir 

Student led ensembles 

Adjazz – Jazz Band. 

 
Students are also involved within a show each year singing and performing within the 
pit orchestra. 

We also have an annual Music residential of music making for a whole weekend.  This 
regular features students from all year groups. 

The music department can be accessed during lunchtimes and after school for private 
practice and or ensemble development with prior agreement.  Indeed, our boarding 
students can access the department or the two pianos that are permanently placed 
within the boarding residence.  There is also Music ICT software that is accessible 
within the Study Hub used by boarders and 6th form students. 
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Part C: Musical experiences 

Music is an integral part of our community and alongside our three termly music 
concerts a year we support and run other whole school events.  We host a singing 
competition for year 7 and carol service for the whole community.  We support the 
awards evenings for all year groups and other such events throughout the year.  
Indeed, last year we also performed at local care homes, primary schools and 
supported the 6th form within their support of the elderly at Christmas.  We had our first 
lunchtime concert in the library this year which we hope to build on next year, and we 
have hosted Masterclasses in the Development of String instruments, Masterclass on 
piano playing and Composition this year for our A level and GCSE students. 

In the future 
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years. 

We hope to build our masterclass programme further, adding to the piano masterclass 
from the Pianoman, 

Richard Meyrick - The Pianoman Scholarships Scheme  

The Development of String instruments and Composition. 

We will maintain our current provision and are intending to build further links within the 
trust. 

Trust Improvement Consultants – The 3-18 Education Trust 

As part of the Trust’s Improvement strategy we intend to host a “Play Day” for all music 
students within the Trust’s nine schools. 

We have invited Steve Pritchard-Jones a local musician to adjudicate our Year 7 
Singing competition in November.  He will also play his Trumpet live for our year 7’s. 

Steve Pritchard Jones - Musician, Teacher 

To the future we intend to keep growing and developing the department ensuring the 
best musical education for our students. 

“Every child and young person should have access to quality music making 
opportunities to ensure that all pupils receive a thorough, broad and high quality 
music education” The Power of Music: A Research Synthesis of the Impact of Actively 
Making Music on the Intellectual, Social and Personal Development of Children and 
Young People | Music Mark 

https://www.pianomanscholarships.co.uk/team-view/richard-meyrick/
https://www.3-18education.co.uk/trust-improvement-consultants/
https://stevepritchardjones.co.uk/
https://www.musicmark.org.uk/resources/the-power-of-music/
https://www.musicmark.org.uk/resources/the-power-of-music/
https://www.musicmark.org.uk/resources/the-power-of-music/
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Further information (optional) 

Thomas Adams School - Secondary school in Wem, Shropshire 

The 3-18 Education Trust – Driven by our mission to ensure ‘Every individual is in a 
great school 

Shropshire Music Service 

Music education: information for parents and young people - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

Music Mark | Leaders in High Quality Music Education 

 

https://www.thomasadams.net/
https://www.3-18education.co.uk/
https://www.3-18education.co.uk/
https://www.shropshiremusicservice.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/music-education-information-for-parents-and-young-people
https://www.musicmark.org.uk/
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