
Transition work for AL Film Studies         Contextual Films 

 
During Film Studies, you will study 11 films across 7 sections: Hollywood 1930-1990, American Film since 2005, British Film since 1995, Global Film, 

Documentary Film, Silent Cinema, and Experimental Film. 

 

Before the course begins, I would like you to watch three films that map onto key areas of your study. They are not chosen at  random. Singin' in the Rain 
(1952) is a product of the Hollywood studio system at its height: polished, spectacular, and built to please. Psycho (1960) is made within that same system, 
but by a director who uses its conventions to unsettle rather than reassure. Breathless (1960) abandons the rulebook almost entirely. Watching all three in 
order gives you a sense of a spectrum: from film that works with its audience, to film that works on its audience, to film that demands something from its 
audience. If you can’t locate the films online or DVD you can find them HERE 
 
As you watch, pay attention to your own reactions: what unsettles you, what draws you in, and where you feel the film is asking something of you as a 

viewer. These responses are not just opinions. They are the starting point for film analysis. 

After each film, complete the response sheet and bring it to your first lesson. It’s HERE 

If you have any questions, feel free to email me: dan.haycocks@tas.318education.co.uk 

Classical Hollywood 

 

Hitchcock - The Auteur 

 

French New Wave 

 

If you wish to broaden your cultural knowledge and investigate the context around the films that we study, here are some extras:  
Rear Window 1954 / Into the Wild 2007 / Top Hat 1935 / An American in Paris 1951 / A Room for Romeo Brass 1999 / Life Is Sweet 1990 / Exit Through the Gift Shop 2010 
/ Sherlock Jr 1924 / The Immigrant 1917 / The 400 Blows 1959               
 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/13JKKPsBVmHetz3ycTBwicEUFwVOo8suF?usp=sharing
https://318education-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/dan_haycocks_tas_318education_co_uk/EfEW72sE81JAh0Tw_OSR-IgByZ-kTkP8sHvfIPIgisJbyg?e=YHzn7D

