
Graphic Communication A Level 
Summer Transition Task 
 
Before you arrive 
Welcome to Graphic Communication. This task is not assessed, but you will be asked to talk briefly about 
one of your three objects in your first lesson. There are no right answers and nobody is being graded. What 
matters is that you have done the thinking. 
This is about learning to see what graphic communication is doing, not what it looks like. 
You do not need any prior knowledge, drawing ability, or special equipment. 
 
The task 
Find three pieces of graphic communication in your everyday life. Not things you sought out. Not things you 
chose because you find them interesting or beautiful. Things you encountered: picked up, walked past, 
received in the post, pulled off a shelf, or threw in a bag without thinking. 
A cereal box. A bus ticket. A label inside a coat. A warning printed on a phone charger. A sticker on a piece of 
fruit. A receipt. A screenshot works just as well as a physical object: a cookie consent banner, a delivery 
tracking page, a notification, a loading screen. 
If you are struggling to find something: look in your pocket, your kitchen, your inbox, or your journey to 
school. 
For each one, answer these three questions in writing. A few sentences per question is enough. Honest 
thinking matters more than length. 
 
The three questions 
1. What is it trying to make you do or feel? 
Not what it says. What it is trying to make happen. Is it trying to make you trust something? Buy something? 
Not do something dangerous? Feel like you belong to a certain kind of person? Look carefully before you 
answer. 
2. What would you have to already know or believe for it to work on you? 
Most graphic communication only works if the viewer brings something to it. A colour that signals danger 
only works if you already associate that colour with danger. A font that feels trustworthy only feels that way 
if you have absorbed that association somewhere. What is this piece of communication assuming about 
you? 
3. Is it working? 
On you, specifically. Does it actually change what you do, think, or feel? If not, why not? 
 
What to bring 
Write your answers down however works for you. Notes on your phone, a few pages in a notebook, a voice 
note you transcribe later. Keep the objects themselves if you can, or photograph them. 
The thinking you do here is exactly the kind of thinking you will be doing for the next two years, so it is worth 
doing honestly. 
 
One last thing 
This is not a simple subject. It rewards people who look carefully and think precisely. The best work always 
comes from students who are genuinely curious about why things are made the way they are, not just 
students who are good at making things look nice. 
If you find yourself genuinely puzzled by one of the three questions, that is a good sign. That is where the 
subject starts. 
 
If you have any questions, feel free to email me: dan.haycocks@tas.318education.co.uk 
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