Year 11-12 Transition to Sociology A Level

Sociology is a dynamic subject — offering opportunities to gain a deeper
understanding of the world around us. The transition aims to support
preparation for A level study by exploring some sociological views, specialised
language and topic areas

What is sociology?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ZJIFxDavpc according to the London School of Economics

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LK5J0-cM-HE A level overview

Sociological theories offer a range of explanations, views and concepts to explain different
social phenomena, for example, how society works, why crime exists, ideas on poverty or
the role of youth in today’s society. They are a core component of the A level course.
Familiarizing yourself with these will be a strong foundation for study.

1. Using some of the links & your own research, produce a table/mind map/notes outlining the main points of the
following Sociological theories views on society. (Functionalism, Marxism and Interactionism)

2. You will need to include specialist words such as consensus, conflict, ideology... for the relevant viewpoints, but
don’t let it put you off (sociology is full of them)!

3. Create a glossary for any specialist vocabulary — you will need this at the beginning of the course!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WOGFSUu5UzA a brief overview of Marxism

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v={FQIIM8IRZU — Interactionism

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5j0ZgVnQmdY Functionalism

In A-level Sociology, inequality is a core concept because it helps explain how society is
structured and why people have different life chances

Task: Create a fact sheet of what Inequality looks like in 2026 in the UK —include trends from
various areas on income, wealth, employment, health, education and crime. You can use Al to help with this.

News & Current Affairs: Traditional media (newspapers & TV) and new media (social
media) are a vital source of information and an integral part of Year 13 in the digitalisation
unit. Keeping up-to-date with what is going on nationally and globally is a real necessity.

Task: using one of the
following options, create digital scrapbook of news articles that are connected/relevant for the A level Sociology
course (https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/sociology-h180-h580-from-2015/specification-at-a-

glance/)

PowerPoint / Google Slides = easiest, slide = one article, Canva = more creative scrapbook style, Word / Google Docs
-> structured and written, Padlet / OneNote —> collaborative or ongoing scrapbook
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SOCIOLOGY

Resources

OCR Sociology for A Level Book 1 &2 Sue Brisbane, Katherine Roberts, Paul Taylor, Steve
Chapman, Jannine Jacobs-Roth, Nayda Ali

Podcasts https://podtail.com/podcast/the-sociology-show/

https://www.audible.co.uk/podcast/Sociology-Podcast/BOFHZHVG3V-

https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/blog/sociology-a-level-podcasts-by-seneca/

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qy05

What can | watch?

The News! Dispatches, Panorama, special Reports, The Tribe (series), Stacey Dooley investigates, Cutting Edge
(CHA4), Chernobyl. Films include The social network, Her, Snowden, Deepwater Horizon, Billy Elliot, Brassed off and
many more!

What can | read?

The McDonaldisation of Society. George Ritzer.

Chavs. Owen Jones.

The Spirit Level. Wilkinson and Pickett.

Criminology: The Basics. Sandra Walklate.

Living Dolls. Natasha Walter.

The Fall of Public Man. Richard Sennett.

Modern Social Theory: An Introduction. Austin Harrington.
Criminology: The Essentials.

Risk Society: Toward a New Modernity. Ulrich Beck

Dead White Men and Other Important People: Sociology’s Big Ideas, Fevre, R. and Bancroft,
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